
THE U.S. AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY: 
MONTHLY REPORT ON SELECTED 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

Report to the Subcommittee on,Trade, 
Committee on Ways and Means, 

on Investigation.  No 332-136 
Under Section 332 

of the Tariff Act of 1930 

USITC PUBLICATION 1219 

F 
RUARY 1982 

mad States International Trade Commission / Washington, D.C. 20436 

THE U.S. AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY: 
MONTHLY REPORT ON SELECTED 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

Report to the Subcommittee on,Trade, 
Committee on Ways and Means, 

on Investigation.  No 332-136 
Under Section 332 

of the Tariff Act of 1930 

USITC PUBLICATION 1219 

F 
RUARY 1982 

mad States International Trade Commission / Washington, D.C. 20436 



UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS 

Bill Alberger, Chairman 

Michael J. Calhoun, Vice Chairman 

Paula Stern 

Alfred E Eckes 

Eugene J. Frank 

Kenneth R. Mason, Secretary to the Commission 

This report was prepared principally by 

Jim McElroy and Charles West 

Machinery and Equipment Division 

Office of Industries 
Norris A. Lynch, Director 

Address all communications to 

Office of the Secretary 

United States International Trade Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20436 

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS 

Bill Alberger, Chairman 

Michael J. Calhoun, Vice Chairman 

Paula Stern 

Alfred E Eckes 

Eugene J. Frank 

Kenneth R. Mason, Secretary to the Commission 

This report was prepared principally by 

Jim McElroy and Charles West 

Machinery and Equipment Division 

Office of Industries 
Norris A. Lynch, Director 

Address all communications to 

Office of the Secretary 

United States International Trade Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20436 



CONTENTS 

Page 

Tables 

1. New passenger automobiles: U.S. retail sales of domestic production, 
production, inventory, days' supply, and employment, by specified 
periods, 1980, 1981 and 1982 	1 

2. New passenger automobiles: U.S. imports for consumption, by principal 
sources and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	2 

3. Lightweight automobile trucks and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. imports for consumption, by 
principal sources and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	  

4. New passenger automobiles: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, 
by principal markets and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	4 

5. Lightweight automobile trucks and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, 
by principal markets and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	5 

6. New passenger automobiles: Sales of domestic and imported passenger 
automobiles and sales of imported passenger automobiles as a percent 
of total U.S. sales, by specified periods, 1981 and 1982 	6 

7. New passenger automobiles: Price indexes, by specified periods, 
1980 and 1981 	6 

B. New passenger automobiles: Retail price changes in the U.S. market, 
during January 1982 	7 

9. Manufacturers' suggested retail prices of selected U.S. and Japanese 
automobiles, April 1981-February 1982 	8 

CONTENTS 

Page 

Tables 

1. New passenger automobiles: U.S. retail sales of domestic production, 
production, inventory, days' supply, and employment, by specified 
periods, 1980, 1981 and 1982 	1 

2. New passenger automobiles: U.S. imports for consumption, by principal 
sources and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	2 

3. Lightweight automobile trucks and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. imports for consumption, by 
principal sources and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	  

4. New passenger automobiles: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, 
by principal markets and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	4 

5. Lightweight automobile trucks and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, 
by principal markets and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 	5 

6. New passenger automobiles: Sales of domestic and imported passenger 
automobiles and sales of imported passenger automobiles as a percent 
of total U.S. sales, by specified periods, 1981 and 1982 	6 

7. New passenger automobiles: Price indexes, by specified periods, 
1980 and 1981 	6 

B. New passenger automobiles: Retail price changes in the U.S. market, 
during January 1982 	7 

9. Manufacturers' suggested retail prices of selected U.S. and Japanese 
automobiles, April 1981-February 1982 	8 





1 

Table 1.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. retail sales of domestic 
production, production, inventory, days' supply, and employment, by 
specified periods, 1980, 1981 and 1982 

(In thousands of units; thousands of employees) 

1981 and 1982 1980 and 1981 
Item 

Retail sales of domes—: 
tic production: 	• 

Subcompact 	 
Compact 	  
Intermediate 	 
Standard 	  
Luxury 	  
Total 	  

Production: 
Subcompact 	 
Compact 	 
Intermediate 	 
Standard 	 
Luxury 	 
Total 	 

Inventory: 
Subcompact 	 
Compact 	 
Intermediate 	 
Standard 	 
Luxury 	 
Total 	 

Days' supply: 2/ 
Subcompact  
Comp 
in 

Luxury 
Total 	  

Employment: 3/ 
Total employees 	: 4/ 705 : 
Production workers 	: 47 523 : 
Layoffs 7/ 	 : — 213 : 

97 : 
66 : 

112 : 
42 : 
22 : 

338 : 

456 : 
358 : 
421 : 
169 : 
87 : 

1,490 : 

117 : 
76 : 
84 : 
69 : 
58 : 
83 : 

	

1981— : 	Jan. : Feb. 1980- 

	

1982 : 	1981 : Jan.  1981  

	

1,636 : 	121 : 	1,665 

	

1,494 : 	113 : 	1,651 

	

1,709 : 	139 : 	1,820 

	

937 : 	74 : 	1,065 

	

328 : 	23 : 	317 

	

6,104 : 	470 : 	6,518 

5/ 667 : 	1/ 
3/ 487 : 

229 : 

68 : 
48 : 
68 : 
45 : 
29 : 
257 : 

448 : 
350 : 
435 : 
157 : 
81 : 

1,471 : 

178 : 
105 : 
104 : 
79 : 
67 : 

107 : 

1/ 

r/ 
1/ 
1/ 

 1/ 

1/ 
1/ 
1/ 
1/ 
1/  
1/ 

1,823 : 
1,515 : 
1,548 : 

797 : 
347 : 

6,029 : 

	

96 : 	1,873 

	

122 : 	1,647 

	

127 : 	1,483 

	

78 : 	851 

	

33 : 	307 

	

455 : 	6,161 

• 322 : 	1/ 

	

432 : 	T.7 

	

462 : 	17 
170 : 

	

62 : 	Ti 

	

1,448 : 	1/ 

	

87 : 	1/ 
96 : 

	

92 : 	17 

	

72 : 	17 

	

57 : 	Ti 

	

80 : 	1/ 
• 

	

: 6/ 750 : 	1/ 
67 559 : 

: 	198 : 	-17/ 

Dec. : 	Jan. 	: Feb. 
1981 : 	1982 	: Jan. 

	

84 : 
	

95 : 

	

79 : 
	

84 : 

	

103 : 
	

107 : 

	

65 : 
	

59 : 

	

26 : 
	

23 : 

	

358 : 
	

368 : 

1/ Not applicable. 
2/ Days' supply is an average for each class size which is determined by 

dividing total inventory by the previous month's retail sales. 
3/ Employment data are for SIC 371 (motor vehicles and motor vehicle 

eqlipment). 
4/ Data are for November 1981. 
5/ Data are for December 1981. 
6 / Data are for December 1980. 
7/ Layoffs are the number of UAW members on indefinite layoff as of the end 

of each specified period. 

Source: Retail sales, production, and days' supply, Ward's  Auto Information  
Bank; inventory, Automotive News;  and employment, U.S. Department of Labor. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to totals shown. 
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2 

Table 2.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. imports for consumption, 
by principal sources and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 1/ 

1981 2/ 	 1980 
Source 

Nov. 	Dec. 	Jan.-Dec. 	Dec. 	. Jan.-Dec. 

Quantity (units) 

: 	 : 	 : 	 • 

	

. 	 : 
Japan 	 . 	120,920 : 	138,399 : 	1,911,525 : 	145,174 : 	1,991,50: 
Canada 	58,911 : 	45,701 : 	563,943 : 	49,889 : 	628,3Y 
West Germany 	. 	19,453 : 	31,466 : 	234,052 : 	22,966 : 	338,71, 
Sweden 	 . 	5,784 : 	5,644 : 	68,042 : 	4,720 : 	61,49: 
Italy 	 : 	1,120 : 	2,196 : 	21,635 : 	3,042 : 	46,89 
United Kingdom 	1,542 : 	2,633 : 	12,728 : 	737 : 	32,51c 
France 	 . 	2,462 : 	3,863 : 	42,476 : 	6,506 : 	47,38' 
Finland 	 . 	- : 	- : 	 - : 	- : 	1, 22 ' 
All other 	 503 : 	431 : 	1,884 : 	8 : 	1,94  

Total 	 210,695 : 	230,333 : 	2,856,285 : 	233,042 : 	3,150,01: 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

	

: 	 : 	 • 

	

. 	 : 
Japan 	642,112 : 	734,726 : 	9,491,229 : 	669,763 : 
Canada 	485,363 : 	371,530 : 	4,268,013 : 	364,426 : 
West Germany 	231,199 : 	335,839 : 	2,623,315 : 	233,811 : 	

8,228,79 

. 
• 

Italy 	10,666 : 	17,201 : 	175,834 : 	18,920 : 	
33  : 724 986 835 , 29b ;9'1 :  Swe den 	51,788 : 	51,812 : 	568,917 : 	37,260 : 

327, 81 ' . 
United Kingdom 	32,275 : 	53,207 : 	251,173 : 	17,161 : 	291290 

France 	15,514 : 	23,525 : 	283,120 : 	44,825 : • 
Finland 	 . 	- : 	- : 	 - : 	- : 

• 
Total 	: 1,478,275 : 1,595,401 : 	17,694,595 : 1,386,237 : 	16,675'1' 

 eta include imports into Puerto Rico; January-December 1981 import data :7;1 47: 

 All other 	 8,858 : 	7  561 : 	32  994 : 	71 :   

-ae Volkswagens assembled in the United States; however, all other data  
U.S.-built Volkswagens. 
2/ July-December 1981 data include new TSUSA number 692.1005. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce• 

	

of rrsilnAirs, Fi 	 not 	the totals shown. 
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3 

Table 3.--Lightweight automobile trucks 1/ and bodies and cab/chassis for lightweight 
automobile trucks: U.S. imports for consumption, by principal sources and 
specified periods, 1980 and 1981 2/ 

Source 
1981 1980 

Nov. Dec. 	Jan.-Dec. Dec. Jan.-Dec. 

Japan 	  
Canada 	  
All other 	 

Total 	 

Japan 	  
Canada 	  
All other 	 

Total 	 

Quantity (units) 3/ 

. 
• 
. 

30,266 
29,096 

4 

: 
: 
: 

	

41,038 	: 	455,376 	: 

	

18,779 	: 	229,944 	: 

	

442 	: 	3,656 	: 

	

22,405 	: 

	

18,957 	: 

	

238 	: 

480,245 
197,550 

3,298 
59,366 : 60,259 	: 	688,976 	: 41,600 	: 681,093 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

. 

. 

. 

124,205 
225,899 

185 

: 
: 
: 

	

301,830 	: 	1,837,695 	: 

	

11,609 	: 	1,638,863 	: 

	

1,610 	: 	48,339 	: 

	

87,895 	: 

	

125,444 	: 

	

4,422 	: 

1,606,481 
1,176,726 

61,069 
. 350,289 : 315,049 	: 	3,527,897 	: 217,761 	: 2,844,276 

1/ Defined as not over 10,000 pounds gvw. 
2/ Partially estimated; all data include imports into Puerto Rico. 
3/ Quantity data include complete trucks and cab/chassis, but exclude bodies. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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4 

Table 4.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, by 
principal markets and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 1/ 

Market 
1981 1980 

Nov. Dec. Jan.-Dec. Dec. Jan.-Dec. 

Quantity (units) 

Canada 	 . 
Saudi Arabia 	. 
Kuwait 	 . 
Japan 	 . 
West Germany 	. 
Belgium 	 . 
Venezuela 	. 
Switzerland 	. 
All other 	 

24,800 
1,393 

866 
138 
134 
82 

464 
13 

2,168 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

22,224 
2,579 

912 
239 
229 
41 

360 
6 

2,812 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

411,106 
12,797 
8,330 
3,929 
3,285 
1,956 
7,571 
1,401 

26,925 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

32,291 
2,105 
1,456 

385 
279 
170 

3,654 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

: 
: 

532,775 
21,441 
14,023 
6,537 
4,9 67 
4,992 
3,490 
3,636 

19,496 
Total 	. 30,058 : 29,402 : 477,300 : 40,988 : 611,357 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

Canada 	  
Saudi Arabia 	 
Kuwait 	  
Japan 	  
West Germany 	 
Belgium 	  
Venezuela 	 
Switzerland 	 
All other 	 

183,700 
19,618 
10,029 
1,860 
1,490 

931 
4,528 

169 
20,994 

: 
: 
: 
: 

: 
: 
: 
: 

162,086 
35,814 
11,047 
2,975 

494 
3,367 

62 
29 , 871 871 

: 
: 
: 
: 

 : 
: 
: 
: 
: 

: 

2,766,435 
163,926 
89,150 
43,745 
30,368 
16,092 
68,811 
11,709 

278 656 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

223,095 
26,347 
15,858 
3,794 
2,381 
1,328 
3,505 
1,749 

31 050 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

3,294,773: 209,733
132,780 

54807 
33,936 
30,122 
25,408 

197 373 
Tom 	. 	- - 243,319 : 247,899 : 3,468,892 : 309,107 : 3,919, 374  

estimatcd. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 

4 

Table 4.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, by 
principal markets and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 1/ 

Market 
1981 1980 

Nov. Dec. Jan.-Dec. Dec. Jan.-Dec. 

Quantity (units) 

Canada 	 . 
Saudi Arabia 	. 
Kuwait 	 . 
Japan 	 . 
West Germany 	. 
Belgium 	 . 
Venezuela 	. 
Switzerland 	. 
All other 	 

24,800 
1,393 

866 
138 
134 
82 

464 
13 

2,168 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

22,224 
2,579 

912 
239 
229 
41 

360 
6 

2,812 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

411,106 
12,797 
8,330 
3,929 
3,285 
1,956 
7,571 
1,401 

26,925 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

32,291 
2,105 
1,456 

385 
279 
170 

3,654 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

: 
: 

532,775 
21,441 
14,023 
6,537 
4,9 67 
4,992 
3,490 
3,636 

19,496 
Total 	. 30,058 : 29,402 : 477,300 : 40,988 : 611,357 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

Canada 	  
Saudi Arabia 	 
Kuwait 	  
Japan 	  
West Germany 	 
Belgium 	  
Venezuela 	 
Switzerland 	 
All other 	 

183,700 
19,618 
10,029 
1,860 
1,490 

931 
4,528 

169 
20,994 

: 
: 
: 
: 

: 
: 
: 
: 

162,086 
35,814 
11,047 
2,975 

494 
3,367 

62 
29 , 871 871 

: 
: 
: 
: 

 : 
: 
: 
: 
: 

: 

2,766,435 
163,926 
89,150 
43,745 
30,368 
16,092 
68,811 
11,709 

278 656 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

223,095 
26,347 
15,858 
3,794 
2,381 
1,328 
3,505 
1,749 

31 050 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

3,294,773: 209,733
132,780 

54807 
33,936 
30,122 
25,408 

197 373 
Tom 	. 	- - 243,319 : 247,899 : 3,468,892 : 309,107 : 3,919, 374  

estimatcd. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Market 

Canada 	 
Saudi Arabia 
Argentina 	 
Kuwait 	 
Ecuador 	 
Venezuela 	 
Mexico 	 
Colombia 	 
All other 	 

Total 	 

I Canada 	 
Saudi Arabia 
Argentina 	 
Kuwait 	 
Ecuador 	 
Venezuela 	 
Mexico 	 
Colombia 	 
All other-- 

T 

5 

Table 5.--Lightweight automobile trucks 1/ and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, by principal 
markets and specified periods, 1980 and 1981 2/ 

1981 1980 

Nov. Dec. Jan.-Dec. Dec. Jan.-Dec. 

Quantity (units) 3/ 

3,423 
1,441 

4 
139 
109 
243 
418 

71 
1,291 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

: 

	

2,987 	: 

	

844 	: 

	

1 	: 

	

285 	: 

	

138 	: 

	

218 	: 

	

148 	: 

	

56 	: 

	

1,508 	: 

56,126 
24,540 
4,106 
3,409 
2,543 
3,831 
3,942 
1,248 

23,308 

• . 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

4,393  
2,245 
1,14 4273175  

341 
320 

1  2,12267  

: 

: 
: 

: 

42,490 
27,886 
11,138 
5,252 
4,462 
3,094 
3,244 
1,311 

25,208 
7,139 : 6,185 	: 123,053 : 11,405 : 124,085 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

23,753 
14,279 

42 
1,292 

879 
2,013 
3,816 

621 
"13,345 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

• 

	

21,025 	: 

	

9,980 	: 

	

2 	: 

	

2,676 	: 

	

1,213 	: 

	

1,744 	: 

	

550 	: 

	

449 	: 

	

15,461 	: 

392,465 
209,752 
27,109 
28,936 
19,994 
33,653 
30,549 
11,645 

203,204 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

39,055 
17,249 
7,037 
2,049 
3,282 
2,602 
2,463 
1,102 

18,292 

: 
: 
: 
: 

: 
: 

273,136 
192,757 
66,134 
36,063 
32,729 
26,046 
23,512 
12,476 

201,295 
- - 	 60,040 : 53,100 ' : 957,307 : 93,131 : 864,148 

-Led as not over 10,000 pounds gvw. y Partially estimated. 
.3../ Quantity data include complete trucks and cab/chassis, but exclude bodies. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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Ratio of import 
• 

• 	

sales to 
• total sales 

6 

Table 6.--New passenger automobiles: Sales of domestic and imported passenger automobiles 1 
and sales of imported passenger automobiles as a percent of total U.S. sales, by specified 1 

 periods, 1981 and 1982 

Sales of-- 

Domestic 
	

Imported 	  Total U.S. sales 

	

automobiles 1/ 	: 	automobiles 2/ 	: 

1982 	1981 	1982 	• 	1981 

Period 

1982 	1981 	• 

• 

1982 : 1981 

: 	 : 	 : 	 : --Percent— 

January---:  368,138 : 469,832 : 166,172 : 177,365 : 534,310 : 647,197 : 31.1 : 	27.4 

1/ Domestic automobile sales include U.S. and Canadian-built automobiles sold in the 
United States. 

2/ Does not include automobiles imported from Canada. 

Source: Automotive News. 

Table 7.--New passenger automobiles: Price indexes, by specified periods, 
1980 and 1981 

(1967 = 100) 

Item 
1981 1980 and 1981 

• November • December  
: Percent 

change 
: December 
: 	1980 

: December 
: 	1981 

: 
: 

Percent 
change 

Consumer Price : : : : 
Index: : : : : 

Unadjusted----: 195.3 : 197.0 : +0.9 : 184.5 : 197.0 : +6.8 
Seasonally 	. • : : : : 

art; 	L---: 

ice 	: 
194.5 : 195.8 : 

: 
+0.7 : 

: 
183.3 : 195.8 : +6.8 

dusted----: 214.2 : 214.9 : +0.3 : 197.4 : 214.9 : +8.9 

adjusted----: 211.5 : 
Seasonally  

213.6 : +1.0 : 195.4 : 213.6 : +9.3 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor. 
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7 

Table 8.--New passenger automobiles: Retail price changes in the 
U.S. market, during January 1982 1/ 

(In dollars) 

Source and size category Retail price changes, during January 
1982 (+ or -) 

U.S. producers: 
General Motors: 
Subcompact 	 'no changes 
Compact 	 no changes 

Ford Motor: 
Subcompact 	 no changes 
Compact 	 no changes 

Chrysler: 
Subcompact 	 +230 to +384 
Compact 	 +230 to +498 

European Economic Community pro- 
ducers: 
Subcompact 	 +200 to +300 
Compact 	 no changes 
Luxury 	 -2600 

Japanese producers: 
Subcompact 	 +180 to 455 
Compact 	 no changes 
Luxury 	 no changes 

if Changes do not include any rebates or dealer incentives that may 
temporarily reduce the price of certain models. 

Source: Automotive News,  January 1982. 
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